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Death Investigation
UPDATE: After a thorough investigation into this incident, our investigators have determined
that the fire at the BP gas station was intentionally started by the victim, Zaheer R. Mazhar.
On July 25, 2016, at approximately 11 p.m., Mazhar authorized $200.00 of gasoline. Prior to
pumping the fuel, Mazhar retrieved a lighter from inside the business. Mazhar then pumped over
20 gallons of gasoline in the interior, as well as around the vehicle. After Mazhar stopped
pumping the fuel, he sat down in the back seat and struck a flame, causing the vehicle to be
immediately engulfed in flames.
A deputy patrolling Mechanicsville Turnpike observed the flames and immediately summoned
Hanover Fire and EMS. Fire personnel arrived on scene and quickly extinguished the flames.
Once the fire had been extinguished, firefighters located Zaheer R. Mazhar, deceased, in the
back seat of the vehicle.
Investigators continue to look into the moments leading up to this incident and are working with
the Medical Examiner’s Office to determine the official cause of death.
Please continue to keep the family and friends of Zaheer Mazhar in your thoughts and prayers.
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Hanover, VA – On Monday, July 25, 2016, at approximately 11:04 p.m., a deputy observed a
vehicle on fire at the BP gas station in the 7000 block of Mechanicsville Turnpike. Hanover Fire
and EMS was immediately dispatched to the scene and quickly extinguished the fire. After the
fire had been extinguished, a body was located in the back passenger seat of the vehicle.
The victim has been identified as Zaheer R. Mazhar, 37, of Richmond. The Hanover County
Sheriff’s Office is working in conjunction with the Hanover Fire Marshal’s Office to determine the
circumstances surrounding this incident.
Please keep the family and friends of the victim in your thoughts and prayers.
Anyone with information about this incident is asked to contact the Hanover County Sheriff’s
Office at (804) 365-6140 or the Metro Richmond Crime Stoppers at (804) 780-1000. Citizens
can also text Crime Stoppers at 274637 (CRIMES), using the keyword “iTip” followed by their
tip. Both Crime Stoppers methods are anonymous.
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